
Lesson Plan for [grade and topic, e.g. Kindergarten, Comparing Sizes of Groups]

For the lesson on [date]

At [name of the school], [teacher’s name] class
Instructor: [name]

Lesson plan developed by: [names]

Experienced lesson study practitioners use a variety of formats for presenting the thinking behind their lessons. We offer this template as a tool to support your thinking during lesson study. Italicized text briefly describes what the sections are for; it should be deleted during preparation of the actual lesson plan.
1. Title of the Lesson: <a descriptive title>

2. Brief description of the lesson

Just a sentence or two…
3. Goals of the Lesson: 

Include long-range or thematic goals as well as short-term ones. EXAMPLE:
a. For students to understand that, by counting two groups of objects, they can determine whether one group contains more objects, fewer objects, or the same number of objects as the other group. 
b. For students to appreciate the usefulness of mathematics for helping them accomplish tasks of value to them.
4. Relationship of the Unit to the Standards
This section typically describes how this unit should move students from what they have previously learned toward new skills or concepts, in terms of the standards. It is usually done graphically, like this:

Related prior learning standards (topics/objectives)
Example:
K. CC 1: Count to 100 by ones and tens.

K. CC 2: Count forward from a given number within the known sequence (instead of having to begin at 1).

K. CC 3: Write numbers from 0 to 20. Represent a number of objects with a written numeral 0-20 (with 0 representing a count of no objects).
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This unit [don’t change this]
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Targeted learning standards (topics/objectives). The standards for the current grade usually go here.

Example:
K. CC 6. Identify whether the number of objects in one group is greater than, less than, or equal to the number of objects in another group, e.g., by using matching and counting strategies.
K. CC 7. Compare two numbers between 1 and 10 presented as written numerals.
5. Background and Rationale

This section typically discusses:

(a) what the students need to learn according to standards or the curriculum;
(b) difficulties students have had in the past with the subject matter
(c) the thematic focus of this lesson study, i.e. larger (perhaps non-mathematical) goals the team will try to address, and why.
6. Research and Kyozaikenkyu

This section describes the research findings of the planning team, including findings from the primary and alternative curricula, and consideration of materials that might be used to facilitate learning.
7. About the Unit and the Lesson

This section typically describes how the unit and lesson are designed to help students meet the standards, and how the unit and lesson address the Common Core State Standards for Mathematical Practice 1-8 (pp. 7-8).
8. Flow of the Unit

Shows how the research lesson fits into a larger unit. Briefly describes what students learn before and after the research lesson.
	Lesson
	Learning objective(s)
	# of lesson periods

	
	EXAMPLE
	

	1
	Identify whether the number of objects in one group is greater or less than the number of objects in another group, using a matching strategy (up to 5 objects). 
	2 x 30min.

	2
	Identify whether the number of objects in one group is greater or less than the number of objects in another group, using a counting strategy (up to 10 objects)..
	3 x 30min.



	3
	Identify whether the number of objects in one group is greater than, less than, or equal to the number of objects in another group.
	2 x 30 min.

(#2 = research lesson)

	4
	Compare two numbers, 1-10, written as numerals.
	3 x 30 min.

	5
	Summary and exercises
	1 x 30 min.


9. Flow of the Lesson

The sections of this lesson plan are just a guide. “Anticipated student responses,” however, should always be included.

	Steps, Learning Activities

Teacher’s Questions and Expected Student Reactions
	Teacher’s Support
	Points of Evaluation

	This column shows the major events and flow of the lesson.
	This column shows additional moves, questions, or statements that the teacher may need to make to help students.
	This column identifies what the teacher should look for to determine whether to proceed, and what observers should look for to determine the effectiveness of the lesson.

	1.  Introduction
This section may review ideas from a prior lesson or discuss a simple problem designed to prepare students for work on the main problem.


	
	

	2.  Posing the Task

This section describes a problem or task as it will be presented to students.


	
	How do we know if students understand the task?

	3.  Anticipated Student Responses
This section describes how students might respond to the task, including incorrect solutions and places where students might get stuck. It can be helpful to tag different responses in some way, e.g. “R1” for Response 1 etc.

R1: 2 + (3 * 5)  [correct]

R2: 3 * 5 = 15; 2 + 15 = 17

	Here the plan might describe how the teacher will handle the different student responses, especially incorrect solutions, students who get stuck, or students who finish early. 


	

	4.  Comparing and Discussing
This section may identify which student solution methods should be shared and in what order, or generally how to handle the discussion.


	What are the ideas to focus on during the discussion?


	What will indicate that students are benefiting from the discussion? 



	(If needed, repeat 2, 3, & 4 above for additional tasks.)

	
	

	5.  Summing up
This section may describe how the teacher will summarize the main ideas of the lesson. It may also include an assessment activity.


	
	


10. Evaluation

This section often includes questions that the planning team hopes to explore through this lesson and the post-lesson discussion.

11. Board Plan

This section contains a diagram showing how work on the blackboard will be organized.

12. Post-lesson reflection

To be filled out later.
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	This work derives from a template developed by members of the Chicago Lesson Study Group and is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 3.0 United States License.
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